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■ THE LINCOLN LINK is the official news-
letter of The Lincoln Motor Car Heritage 
Museum and Research Foundation, Inc., 
Gilmore Car Museum, 6865 Hickory 
Road, Hickory Corners, Michigan 49060. 
Opinions expressed herein do not neces-
sarily represent or reflect Foundation 
policy. Newsletter contributions should be 
sent to the address above.

■ Earlier print issues of The LINCOLN LINK 
are available as back issues. Price is $5 
each, postpaid.

■ MEMBERSHIP IN THE LINCOLN 
MOTOR CAR FOUNDATION: Membership 
categories: $25 Annual; $100 Annual 
Sustaining; $1000 Annual Corporate; 
$1000 Lifetime (or four payments of 
$250); Memorial ($500 minimum, please 
provide name of honoree). 

Send your name and a check to: 
Cornerstone Registration Ltd., P.O. Box 
1715, Maple Grove, Minnesota 55311-
6715, or call 866 427 7583 and pay by 
credit card. Contact them by e-mail at 
LCOC@cornerstonereg.com.

■ ON OUR COVER: The 1938 Lincoln-
Zephyr Convertible Sedan now on display 
at the LMCH Museum has a long, well-
documented history of devoted owners. 
See story, page 4. 

■ LINCOLN LINK AVAILABLE TO 
FOUNDATION MEMBERS ONLY. 
Information on how to become a member 
appears above or visit the LMCF web site: 
www.lincolncarmuseum.org
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A Message from the Chairman

I
am thrilled to share with you that 
I have been honored with the 
opportunity to serve as the next 
Chairman and CEO of the Lincoln 
Motor Car Foundation. I am truly 

grateful for this incredible chance to lead 
such a prestigious organization. I currently 
reside in Brown County, Indiana. My 
background lies in the trucking industry, 
where I was a business owner. In addition, 
I previously owned a food and beverage 
company as well.

I am a LMCF Trustee and life member 
and a proud member of the Lincoln-Zephyr Owners Club. I currently 
serve as the Executive Vice President of the Lincoln and Continental 
Owners Club. My love for Lincolns dates back to my childhood and 
has grown into a lifelong passion that I have shared with my children 
and grandchildren, and I hope to share it with you as well.

I want to express my gratitude to David Schultz for his dedicated 
service as the LMCF Chairman and CEO. I hope to continue 
promoting the foundation and its heritage effectively. I am eager to 
carry on sharing Lincoln’s story to benefit future generations. To help 
with this effort, I would like to highlight the “Lincoln Star” initiative 
launched by Jerry Seibert, Chairman of the LMCF Fundraising 
Committee. With your help, I hope to see our $2 million endowment 
goal achieved.

The annual LMCF members meeting and LMCF board meeting 
will take place during the annual Lincoln Homecoming on August 
11th, 2024. The Lincoln Homecoming, hosted by the Lincoln-Zephyr 
Owners Club at The Gilmore Museum, will run from August 7 to 11, 
2024. Details about the annual Homecoming are highlighted in this 
issue. I am confident that the Homecoming will be fantastic, just as 
it has been in the past, and I hope you will consider joining us as we 
continue to celebrate Lincoln together. 

Warm regards,

—Paul C. Temple

Chairman and CEO, Lincoln Motor Car Foundation
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n The Lincoln Motor Car Heritage 
Museum is for you! America’s pas-
sionate love affair with the Lincoln 
automobile continues to inspire new 
generations. This is demonstrated in a 
variety of ways, including the formation 
of affinity clubs in which enthusiasts 
can share their interest in a particular 
brand or segment of the automotive 
market, past and present. The Lincoln 
automobile has inspired the creation 
of four major affinity clubs. These 
have inspired the Lincoln Motor Car 
Foundation, its Museum and its work 
of Sharing the Living Legacy of the 
Lincoln Motor Cars.

The Grand Opening of the Lincoln 
Motor Car Heritage Museum took 
place August 9, 2014. We invite you to 
explore what we have to offer and visit 
the Museum located on the Gilmore 
Car Museum Campus in Hickory 
Corners, Michigan. The Museum is 
open Monday through Friday from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m, Saturday and Sunday 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. The 2024 
Lincoln Homecoming will be held on 
August 9-11. Mark your calendar!

The LINCOLN LINK
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by Jim Blanchard 

T wo members of the Lincoln-
Zephyr Owners Club, both 
now deceased, Bob Bennett 

and his lifelong friend David 
Murphy, had a love affair with 
a certain 1938 Lincoln-Zephyr 
Convertible Sedan. They bought 
it. They sold it. They bought it 
again. They cherished it. They 
made an arrangement for it 
upon their deaths. The Zephyr 
was Bob’s first car, and it was his 
automotive pride and joy.

The car was the last Zephyr 
Convertible Sedan for the 1938 
model year, with body number 
426, built on or near the last day 
of production. Originally, it was 
purchased new from the Ford 
dealership in Mason City, Wagner 
Motor Co., by Mr. and Mrs. 

Frederick Gerald Duffield. A 
vintage photo of Florence White 
“Flossie” Duffield posing with 
her Zephyr turned up recently 
when we contacted her surviv-
ing grandchildren. They recalled 
playing hide-and-go-seek in their 
grandparents’ large home and 
enjoying rides around town and 
to their cottage at Clear Lake in 
the Zephyr. The car was “really 
spiffy,” they remembered, and 
they knew it was a bit more spe-
cial than most of the cars on the 
road. Grandson Bide Thomas 
remembers riding in the car out 
to Clear Lake “like it was yes-
terday. We thought we were hot 
stuff with the top down!”

Florence Duffield traded in 
her Zephyr to the Lincoln dealer 
in 1949, and it was there that 
Bob and Vivian Bennett pur-

chased it to serve their growing 
family. Bob had owned only 
motorcycles up till then, and in 
fact was a lifelong motorcycle 
enthusiast. He had married 
Vivian in 1943 in New London, 
Connecticut, right before ship-
ping out on a naval patrol to the 
Pacific on the submarine U.S.S. 
Pampanito, where he served as 
torpedoman first class. After the 
war, Bob returned to Mason City. 
He worked as a master plumber 
for a number of years while rac-
ing motorcycles in his spare time, 
and eventually acquired his own 
motorcycle agency. Along the 
way, Bob invented the motorcycle 
throttle grip, something we take 
for granted now.

And the Zephyr Convertible 
Sedan? Racing his motorcycles all 
over the Midwest, Bob used the 
Zephyr as a tow car, for which 
it served well with its Columbia 
two-speed rear end. In 1951, Bob 
lent the car to his best friend, 
Dave Murphy, for his first date 
with future wife Phyllis, and they 
drove it out to Clear Lake for a 
dance at the Surf Ballroom. (The 
Surf Ballroom is still there today, 
a music venue notable as the last 
place where Buddy Holly, Richie 
Valens and J.P. “The Big Bopper” 
Richardson performed before 
their tragic plane crash just west 
of Mason City on February 3, 
1959.) 

Sometime in the mid-1960’s, 
when the Zephyr had been sit-
ting in storage for several years 
with no engine, Bob, in a weak 
moment, sold it to one Brad 
Westergaard of Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, and the car was 

The Queen of Mason City
THE LAST 1938 LINCOLN-ZEPHYR CONVERTIBLE SEDAN (86H-740-426)

n LMCF’s Jim Blanchard (right) struck a deal with Robin Bennett (left) to provide 
a new home for the 1938 Lincoln-Zephyr Convertible Sedan that Robin’s father, Bob, 
had loved and lost and loved again. It’s now on display at our Lincoln museum.  
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presumed lost to the ages. Thus 
began an intermission of more 
than twenty years.

One day in 1987, Dave 
showed Bob a brochure for an 
old car auction in which a Dove 
Grey 1938 Lincoln-Zephyr 
Convertible Sedan was listed for 
sale! Could it be? Sure enough, 
the Wynn’s Friction-Proofing 
Oil sticker was still on the wind-
shield, and some letters of Bob’s 
were still in the glove box! Bob 
was short of cash at the time, 
so Dave purchased the car, with 
the provision that it would go to 
Bob in his will. The two shared 
in the preservation and care of 
the car, taking it every year to 
the famous annual Band Festival 
Parade in Mason City. 

Dave was the founder of David 
Manufacturing Co. and was the 
inventor of many improvements to 
grain handling equipment. When 
he passed away in 1999, the car 
went to Bob Bennett, as prom-
ised, and a fifty-year circle of own-
ership was made. The car stayed 
in the Murphy garage, though, as 
Bob’s garage and house were full 
of his motorcycles. Phyllis Murphy 
is still living at the home where 
she gave piano lessons for many 
years and the Zephyr was stored 
in the back garage. Bob Bennett 

passed away in 2012.
During the years since Bob 

Bennett’s death, I’ve had occa-
sion to pass through Mason City. 
I made an effort to get to know 
Bob’s son Robin R. Bennett, 
who showed me the car and gave 
me the opportunity to purchase 
it, knowing that I would respect 
its history and make sure that 
the story of his father and Dave 
Murphy would be told at the 
museum and at future Gatherings 
of the Faithful. Accordingly, in 
May of 2017, fellow Zephyrist 
Jeff Booth (LZOC #1232) and 

I brought it back to Ohio for 
cleaning and road preparations 
for the drive to Hickory Corners. 
While in Mason City, we were 
able to visit with Robin Bennett, 
Phyllis Murphy and Sherry Zuke. 
We attended a show at the Surf 
Ballroom and stayed at the Frank 
Lloyd Wright Hotel in downtown 
Mason City. 

The ’38 Zephyr Convertible 
Sedan is now in permanent 
residence at the Lincoln Motor 
Car Heritage Museum, where 
Lincoln-Zephyr fans can view it. 

n Florence White Duffield, known to 
her friends as “Flossie,” shows off her 
new 1938 Lincoln-Zephyr Convertible 
Sedan. She and Fred bought the car new 
at Wagner Motors, Mason City, and 
drove it until 1949.

n Vivian and Bob Bennett were photographed with their Zephyr Convertible at the 
Packard Proving Grounds near Detroit in 1955 during the CCCA’s CAR-avan. 

n Dave Murphy and Bob Bennett stand proudly with their joint-custody 1938 
Lincoln-Zephyr Convertible Sedan at a local Mason City car show in 1987.
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The 11th Annual Lincoln 
Homecoming will be 
held August 7 through 

11 at the Lincoln Motor Car 
Heritage Museum in Hickory 
Corners, Michigan. Hosting 
the Homecoming will be the 
Lincoln-Zephyr Owners Club.

“This year’s Homecoming will 
feature a combination of new 
and old favorite events,” said 
Jim Blanchard, LZOC president 
and LMCF president, who is 
working with LMCF Chairman 
Paul Temple and the 2024 
Homecoming committee on the 
annual Homecoming plans.

Something new is a trip to 
the R.E. Olds Transportation 
Museum in nearby Lansing on 
Thursday; it will be a charter bus 
trip with a luncheon included. 

Seating is limited, so early sign-
up is encouraged. The Olds 
Museum, predictably, contains 
many early automobiles, includ-
ing a variety of Oldsmobile and 
REO automobiles. Supper will be 
“on your own” that evening.

Friday’s activities will include 
a tour of the Kellogg Bird 

Sanctuary, lunch, and a tour of 
the historic W.K. Kellogg Manor 
House on Gull Lake. Seating is 
limited, so early sign-up is rec-
ommended. The Kellogg tours 
will be followed by a private tour 
of the Bill Parfet automobile 
collection. That evening, there’ll 
be a barbecue dinner adjacent to 
the Lincoln Motor Car Heritage 
Museum.

An all-Lincoln car show will 
take place on Saturday, hosted 
by the Lincoln-Zephyr Owners 
Club. Lincolns from 1920 to the 
present are invited to participate. 
All Lincoln clubs will be repre-
sented: Lincoln Owners Club, 
Lincoln and Continental Owners 
Club, Lincoln-Zephyr Owners 
Club, and Road Race Lincoln 
Registry. One need not be a 

11th Anniversary of the Lincoln Motor 
Car Museum Set for August 7-11, 2024

n A 1937 Oldsmobile Club Coupe 
sits in regal splendor at the R.E. Olds 
Transportation Museum, Lansing. 
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member of the Lincoln clubs to 
participate in Saturday’s show. 
The Lincoln Motor Company 
will have a new vehicle prod-
uct display and representatives 
on site, adjacent to the Lincoln 
museum.

Saturday evening’s dinner will 
feature Dave Perczak, Director, 
U.S. Lincoln Sales & Service, 
as the guest speaker. Participant 
Choice Awards will be presented 
following dinner.

On Sunday, the Lincoln car 
show continues adjacent to the 
Lincoln Museum. That morn-
ing the Lincoln Motor Car 
Foundation annual business 
meeting and LMCF board of 
trustees meeting will also be 
held. All meetings are open to 
Lincoln enthusiasts. At 1:00 p.m. 
the Lincoln Star award for Best 
in Show will be announced, pre-
sented to one car from Saturday’s 
Participant Choice Award 
Winners.

The on-line Homecoming 
registration link and forms are 
located on the Lincoln Motor 
Car Foundation website: www.
LincolnCarMuseum.org. The 
host hotel is the Four Points by 
Sheraton Kalamazoo. The hotel 
booking link can also be found at  
www.LincolnCarMuseum.org.

n The Kellogg Bird Sanctuary adjacent to Wintergreen Lake, just east of Gull Lake, is a haven for migratory waterfowl. You’ll see 
Canada geese, trumpeter swans, and other species of ducks, herons, and other wading birds, many of which nest and raise families here.

n Exhibits at the R.E. Olds Transportation Museum include early trucks and auto-
mobiles built under the REO and Oldsmobile names, both founded by R.E. Olds. 

n Lincolns of all ages will again be seen at the Saturday car show, including such 
models as the 1956 Continental Mark II (left) and the 1952 Lincoln Capri. 
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by Andrea Irby  
Secretary

The biannual LMCF Trustees 
meeting was held February 
21, 2024, via Zoom. It was a 

well-attended meeting, with 19 
of our 24 Trustees attending. 

Jim Blanchard chaired the 
meeting. We discussed the suc-
cession plan for Chair and CEO 
of the Foundation. Paul Temple 
will follow David Schultz as 
Chair and CEO. Jim Blanchard 
will remain Museum Director 
until Paul is ready to move on. 
Jim will succeed Paul as Chair 
and CEO; Jim Muller will take 
over as Museum Director. This 
gives the LMCF a long-term suc-
cession plan in our lead position. 
A vote was held on March 8 and 
Paul Temple was unanimously 
voted in as the new Chair and 
CEO of the Lincoln Motor Car 
Foundation. Welcome, Paul!

Committee Assignments: 
Jim Muller was added to 
the Nominations/Elections 

Committee. Jim has excellent 
suggestions for future board 
candidates. We need three to 
four new trustees who will be 
active members and contribute 
to the work of the Foundation. 
If you or someone you know is 
interested in serving as a trustee, 
please contact Paul Temple. Also, 
remember you do not have to be 
a trustee to serve on a committee 
(finance, homecoming, publica-
tions, marketing, and more). It is 
truly a rewarding experience.

Publications: We discussed 
finding new people to edit our 
publications and website. David 
Schultz has been doing both in 
a de facto position for years. We 
need a Web Content Manager 
for the LMCF Website. Jim 
Blanchard, Andrea Irby and Paul 
Temple agreed to work on the 
Lincoln Link. The Web Content 
Manager consists of editing writ-
ten content for the website; no 
manipulation of web pages is 
required. 

Jerry Seibert, Chair of the 
Fundraising Committee, report-
ed that total donations to the 
Endowment Fund for 2023 were 
$95,614. The goal for total fund 
raising of the Endowment Fund 
remains at $2,000,000, so that 
income generated by the fund 
will cover the Lincoln Heritage 
Museum’s operating costs in 
perpetuity. The “Be A Lincoln 
Star” campaign experienced some 
good activity at year’s end. All 
of the pledges to date except for 
one have come from existing 
Board members. The Fundraising 
Committee will use future meet-
ings to discuss how to best 
expand the campaign. 

Joel Dickson, Chair, Library 
and Archive Research Committee, 
has been working on getting the 
digital library up and running. 
Good progress is being made, even 
though the work is very time-
consuming. Per the Membership 
Committee suggestion and board 
approval (May 9, 2022 Minutes), 
member registrations of $100.00 
and above will have access to the 
digital library. Those who are 
not authorized LMCF members 
can access the digital library with 
permission; and, if someone is 
planning to use the material for 
commercial purposes, FoMoCo 
approval will be required 

Jim Ayres, Chair of the 
Marketing Committee, shared 
our social media numbers: In 
a single month, January to 
February 2024, our Facebook 
posts reached 44,757 people, 
with 2,476 people either react-
ing to or commenting on the 
posts. Our Instagram account has 
1,085 followers, and in that same 
time period it reached 1,073 

Report: February 2024 LMCF Trustees Meeting

n 1964 Lincoln Continental 
Convertible Sedan in Encino Cream
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people and had 118 engage-
ments. Jim finds when we share 
new information, we get good 
reactions and engagement. Please 
send content to Jim frequently 
at jayres01@ca.rr.com. Jim sug-
gested topics for people to post: 
videos, especially when visiting 
the museum; a picture and a few 
sentences about a classic Lincoln; 
a special car event; or a new car 
going into the museum. Jim also 
asked if those who manage the 
Lincoln Club Facebook pages/
websites/newsletters could send 
him content. The content they 
share with their groups will also 
be interesting to Foundation 
members. And, he encourages us 
that when we talk about Lincolns 
on social media, to tag/mention 
the LMCF at facebook.com/
lincolnmotorcarmuseum and 
Instagram@Lincolncarmuseum.

Ray Theriault, Vehicle 
Registrar, noted we currently 
have 27 owned and eight loaned 
cars in the museum. Dennis 
Oliver’s 1990 Town Car has 
been beautifully restored and is 
at the Gilmore waiting to go in, 
once repairs to the museum floor 
are made. The 1941 Continental 
from the estate of Alan Wincek is 
being stored at Jim Blanchard’s 
son’s house and will ship to the 
museum once the weather is 
favorable. We also took owner-
ship of Jacques Nasser’s 1961 
Continental from the Gilmore, 
following an agreement that was 
previously made between the 
Gilmore and the LMCF. 

Jim Blanchard, Museum 
Director, also commented on the 
quality of restoration of Dennis 
Oliver’s 1990 Town Car by Tony 
Blaine. Paul Temple noted that 
we are indebted to several people 
for the complimentary work they 
have done on our vehicles. The 
Town Car was Motor Trend’s 
Car of the Year, and Joel men-

tioned that the LMCF has a 
Motor Trend trophy that can be 
displayed with the car. We now 
have displayed a 1942 Lincoln 
Continental Coupe donated by 
Gary Pierce of Nevada. Lincoln 
has two of their prototype 
vehicles on loan to the museum: 
a 2019 Aviator Concept and 
a 2017 Lincoln Continental 
Concept. We are fortunate to 
have these cars and a strong rela-
tionship with Ford and Lincoln. 
It makes our museum distinctive. 

Finally, we have worked out 
additional storage for some 
vehicles that allows us to accept 
high-quality vehicle donations 
and rotate our own collection 
to best advantage. We have also 
partnered with GR Auto Gallery 
in Grand Rapids to sell excess 
vehicles from our collection. We 
recently listed a 1986 Lincoln 
Town car and a 1972 Lincoln 
Continental Mark IV. 

For Homecoming 2024, Jim 
and the committee are planning 
an exciting Lehmann-Peterson 
exhibit that will feature an early 
1964 LP Limousine. The Four 
Points Sheraton will be our hotel 
again given our working relation-
ship and ample parking. Current 
tour plans include a motorcoach 
ride to Lansing on Thursday to 
tour the R.E. Olds Museum and 
the Capital. On Friday, we will 

be visiting the Kellogg Manor 
House and Bird Sanctuary. There 
are also options to visit the Bill 
Parfet collection. Friday night 
will include a barbecue and auc-
tion of Lincoln memorabilia. The 
car show and banquet will take 
place on Saturday. Judging will 
be People’s Choice across the 
decades of cars; and, new for this 
year, winners of each class will be 
invited to display their vehicles 
in front of the Lincoln Museum 
on Sunday morning and one will 
be selected to receive the Lincoln 
Star Award as Best in Show 
vehicle. Dennis Garrett and 
Michelle Blaine have joined the 
Homecoming committee and are 
helping with all of the planning. 
The Registration Link and online 
information for Homecoming 
can be found here: https://lmcf-
homecoming2024.cornerstone
reg.com. Register early, as places 
on tours and events are limited 
and capped. You don’t want to 
miss out! 

Next Board Meeting and 
General Meeting: Sunday, 
August 11 at Homecoming. 
10:00 a.m. for the General meet-
ing; Board meeting to follow 
around 10:30. Adjournment by 
11:45 so that everyone can par-
ticipate in voting for the Lincoln 
Star (Best in Show) award. See 
you there! 

n Plans are afoot to offer rides  
in our 1942 Lincoln Custom  

during this year’s Homecoming.  
The car was donated by Tom Brunner. 
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by Jim Blanchard 

Your museum continues to 
grow strong—both in finan-
cial support and in the depth 

and beauty of our collection. 
We are expecting delivery before 
Homecoming of a loaned 1964 
Lehmann-Peterson Limousine. 
This is the first year of this iconic 
Lincoln offering, and we hope 
to tell the Lehmann story along 
with some donated items from the 
original L-P shop from the 1960s. 
Don’t miss this display!

We are also looking at an Elvis 
Presley 1967 sedan, one of many 

Lincolns purchased by him, but 
nonetheless an artifact of the 
King of Rock and Roll! 1960’s 
Lincolns are a real crowd pleaser 
right now, and we aim to cel-
ebrate and share this wonderful 
era in Lincoln history.

Our Homecoming in August 
promises to be a fun-filled event, 
with tours and our ever-popular 
Saturday show day—plan to 
attend and enjoy the Lincoln 
Museum and the greater Gilmore 
Museum offerings. The Lincoln-
Zephyr Owners Club is hosting, 
and we plan on providing rides 
Saturday in our 1942 Lincoln 

Custom Limousine. Come out 
and support your museum and 
enjoy our ever-changing efforts 
to tell the Lincoln story in grand 
style.

Thank you for your continued 
support of the Lincoln Motor 
Car Foundation. We are achiev-
ing our worthy goal of sharing 
Lincoln Motor Car greatness for 
present and future generations.

n Jim Blanchard is an LMCF 
board member and president who 
serves as director of the Lincoln 
Motor Car Heritage Museum.

Lincoln Motor Car Heritage Museum Report
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by Jerry Seibert 
Chairman, LMCF Fundraising 

Committee 

Come this August, it will 
be ten years since the first 
Lincoln Homecoming and 

the Grand Opening of the 
Lincoln Motor Car Heritage 
Museum in 2014. It was truly a 
grand experience to have been 
there that day and to see first-
hand what the many years of 
hard work and fundraising by so 
many had brought to fruition. 
Going inside the Museum after 
the opening ceremony, it was 
an exquisite sight that day to 
see the spacious interior full of 
classic Lincolns, Continentals 
and various Lincoln Motor Car 
Company displays.

Since that day, the Museum 
has welcomed many Lincoln 
enthusiasts inside its walls to view 

an ever-changing array of Lincoln 
and Continental motor cars and 
exhibits. The Lincoln Motor Car 
Foundation is responsible for 
managing and supporting the 
Museum for the education and 
enjoyment of all. Over the years, 
Foundation Trustees and mem-
bers, along with other involved 
individuals and organizations, 
have provided the financial sup-
port to operate and maintain the 
Museum.

One group of individual 
supporters, The Fabulous 50, 
made pledges of $1,000 for 
five years primarily to cover 
operational costs of the Museum 
while the Foundation was build-
ing its long-term endowment 
fund. Most of those 50 pledges 
have been completed, and the 
Foundation is now relying on 
income from its Endowment and 
other sources to cover operating 

expenses.
The 

Foundation’s 
Board of 
Trustees has 
set a goal to 
cover all of the 
Museum’s annu-
al operational 
and maintenance 
costs from inter-

est and dividends generated by 
the Endowment Fund. Achieving 
this goal will require approximate-
ly $300,000 in additional contri-
butions to the Fund. To meet this 
goal, the Board adopted the “BE 
A LINCOLN STAR” campaign 
to raise the needed funds.

To date, LINCOLN STAR 
members have pledged over 
$53,000 towards that goal. The 
Board’s Fundraising Committee 
is asking all Foundation members 
to consider making a pledge to 
BE A LINCOLN STAR at what-
ever level your individual budget 
allows. The chart here details the 
various pledge amounts available 
in the program.

For more detailed informa-
tion on how you can BE A 
LINCOLN STAR and all the 
benefits you will receive, please 
go to the Foundation’s website 
at lincolncarmuseum.org. Click 
on the SUPPORT tab at the top 
of the page. It will take you to a 
full description of the campaign 
and even allow you to make your 
pledge online.

Looking forward to having 
you join me and the others as 
a LINCOLN STAR so we can 
preserve the heritage of Lincoln 
Motor Cars for many years to 
come!

GIVING	 PLEDGE	 ANNUAL
LEVEL	 AMOUNT	 AMOUNT
nn Mark II Star	 $10,000	 $2,000
nn Mark III Star	 $  5,000	 $1,000
nn Mark IV Star	 $  2,500	 $   500
nn Mark V Star	 $  1,000	 $   200

Support the Lincoln Motor Car Heritage Museum

LincolnStarBe a
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David Schultz: A Lifelong 
Passion for Lincolns and LMCF

TRUSTEE 
PROFILE

D avid W. Schultz was born 
in December of 1944 in 
Richmond, Michigan, north-

east of Detroit, into a family that 
processed and delivered milk, 
milk products and ice cream. 
Richmond Dairy was started by 
his grandfather, G.A. Schultz, 
and his two sons, David’s father 
and uncle. 

Grandfather Gus Schultz 
would often spend time with 
David, driving in his 1950s 
Packard to old car museums—the 
small roadside type in a quon-
set hut—and, the jewel of them 
all, the Henry Ford Museum 
and Greenfield Village. The real 
treat was a trip to the annual 
Old Car Festival in Greenfield 
Village. That visit with Grandpa 
would have a profound effect 
on him—seeing a Brush auto-
mobile (Detroit-made) with a 
wooden front axle in which Gus 
learned to drive and a 1911 
brass-era Olds Limited with its 
huge 42-inch wheels! David was 
instantly and forever smitten with 
old cars and a lifelong passion for 
reading and learning about all of 
them. He still thinks of himself as 
an old car historian rather than a 
collector, although his collecting 
has been well-chosen through 
the years.

David’s first car was a 1929 
Model A Ford sedan. He would 
go on to own a Chrysler Airflow, 
a Cord, a Locomobile, a Pierce-
Arrow and several Lincolns. Years 
ago, a restoration shop owner 
impressed upon him the overbuilt 
quality of the early Lincolns.

He attended his first CCCA 
Grand Classic at the Dearborn 
Inn in 1963 and joined as an 
enthusiastic 19-year-old, starting 
a 60-year run with The Classic 
Car Club of America.

He took notice of a particu-
lar black 1931 Lincoln Town 
Sedan owned by CCCA and 
LOC member Sam Dibble. He 
appreciated its formal bearing 
and the tremendous K engineer-
ing. It would be years before 
Sam would consider passing it 
on to David, and when that time 
came, David’s wife, Jane, was 
supportive of making his dream 
a reality. This car has remained 
his mainstay Lincoln these many 
years, dubbed “Old Reliable” 
for its ability to perform on 
tours. David is known for travel-
ing considerable distances in his 
Lincolns on the older roadways 
to Hickory Corners, Michigan; 
more recently he traveled from 

Ohio to the Pocono Mountains 
for a Lincoln meet last spring. 
1931 Lincolns are his favorites, 
as they retain the charm of the 
L with the improvements of 
the K; he also owns an original 
1931 sport phaeton and a 1931 
Dietrich convertible sedan.

Despite his emphasis on driv-
ing his cars over showing them, 
he became a CCCA Master Judge 
and he served as chief judge 
at the Amelia Island Concours 
d’Elegance from 2013 to 2021. 
He has judged at Pebble Beach, 
Meadow Brook and similar 
events. He served as execu-
tive director of the Glenmoor 
Gathering from 2003 to 2012 
and the Concours at Stan Hywet 
Hall & Gardens in 2014. He is a 
columnist for Hemmings Classic 
Car. He has also contributed to 
automobile magazines including 
The Classic Car and the Pebble 
Beach Concours d’Elegance pro-
gram. He is a longtime member 
of the Society of Automotive 
Historians. 

David has assembled an 
impressive automotive library, 
with classic publications such 
as The Standard Catalog of 
American Cars: 1905-1942 by 
Beverly Rae Kimes and Henry 
Austin Clark among his favor-
ites. His business career was in 
the newspaper industry in towns 
from Nebraska to New Jersey, 
eventually settling in Massillon, 
Ohio, in 1980 to serve as the 
publisher of the The Evening 
Independent. David has been 
active in the stewardship of the 
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Massillon Museum, where he 
learned the importance of pro-
fessional museum standards, 
something he introduced to the 
Lincoln Motor Car Heritage 
Museum with our museum col-
lection standards, membership 
and participation in NAAM 
(the National Association of 
Automobile Museums). He is a 
past president of CCCA and the 
Lincoln Owners Club as well as 
a trustee of the CCCA Museum. 
Most importantly, David was 
an important contributor dur-
ing the creation of the Lincoln 
Motor Car Heritage Museum 
in Hickory Corners, and he has 

continued its operation since its 
opening in 2014 as President and 
then Chairman of the Lincoln 
Motor Car Foundation.

David’s charm and intelli-
gence has served the entire old 
car hobby with dignity. We are 
especially grateful for his contri-
butions to the Lincoln Owners 
Club and Lincoln Motor Car 
Heritage Museum as a creator 
and editor of content, and as a 
guiding force in our numerous 
events so important to our mis-
sion of sharing the Lincoln story 
to the benefit of present and 
future generations.

Thank you, David Schultz!

n A  number of companies 
that supply parts and services 
to the Lincoln collector car 
market have stepped up and 
become sponsors of the Lincoln 
Motor Car Heritage Museum. 
The LMCF board of trustees 
encourages members of all 
Lincoln clubs to support these 
companies. And, when you do 
so, thank them for supporting 
our Lincoln Motor Car Heritage 
Museum!
• Mervin B. Adkins
• �Automotive Restorations  

(J. Stephen Babinsky)
• �Automotive Fine Arts Society
• �Dennis Carpenter Ford 

Restoration Parts
• Ford Motor Company
• Grundy Insurance 
• Imagination the Americas
• Lincoln Land (Chris Dunn)
• Lucas Classic Tires
• National Parts Depot
• Reliable Carriers, Inc.
• �The Lincoln-Mercury Old Parts 

Store
• Ray Theriault Lincoln Parts
• �Crest Lincoln, Sterling 

Heights, Michigan
• �Zeigler Lincoln, Kalamazoo, 

Michigan
• �Sesi Lincoln, Ann Arbor, 

Michigan
• �Pfeiffer Lincoln, Grand Rapids, 

Michigan 

Support Companies 
Who’ve Supported 
Lincoln Motor Car 
Heritage Museum

n David drove his “Old Reliable” 1931 Lincoln Town Sedan to the joint LOC-LZOC 
meet at Lukan’s in Hawley, Pennsylvania, last June. It’s a great car for touring. 

n Left: David and a friend motor into the show field at Lukan’s. Right: David discuss-
es the Lincoln’s leaping greyhound hood ornament with Jack Sweet and Bill Wybenga. 
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The new 2025 Lincoln 
Aviator® SUV combines 
elevated design and 

connected experiences including 
the all-new Lincoln Digital 
Experience and BlueCruise 
hands-free highway driving 
technology, available on Aviator 
for the first time. 

Lincoln enhances its popular 
three-row SUV by showcasing 
the brand’s evolved design lan-
guage and focusing on signature 
features and connected experi-
ences. The 2025 Aviator now 
wears a bold new face, with an 
updated grille, headlamps and 
available sequentially animated 
daytime running lamp light 
strips—all contributing to the 
vehicle’s confident and com-
manding stance.  

Aviator helped evolve the 
Lincoln lineup when it was intro-
duced in 2019 with elegant and 
dynamic styling, attracting new 
clients to the brand.  

“With the new Aviator, tech-
nology takes an even larger 
role in helping create a relax-
ing, luxurious space that our 
clients have come to appreciate 
and expect from Lincoln. With 
advanced, connected features like 
the Lincoln Digital Experience 
and BlueCruise hands-free driv-
ing technology, we are creating 
a new, digital sanctuary on the 
road.”—Heidi Shaffer, director, 
Lincoln  

Connected Sanctuary: Aviator 
brings together thoughtful 
design, attention to detail and 
new connected technologies. 

Effortless Experiences: Lincoln 
Digital Experience and hands-
free highway driving with avail-
able Lincoln BlueCruise hands-
free highway driving technology 
elevate life’s journeys.  

Understated Elegance: Lincoln 
Black Label Aviator Invitation 
theme gives clients an elegant 
new design option. 

Enhance Your Drive: The all-
new Lincoln Digital Experience 
enables clients to access their 
favorite apps and services from 
Google and Amazon through the 
new integrated native experience, 
as well as with Apple CarPlay® 
powered by iPhone, and Android 
Auto™ using a compatible 
Android™ device.  

From the moment clients 
enter their Aviator, it becomes 
a personalized experience, with 
their favorite apps and content 
easily displayed front and center 
to help make time behind the 
wheel more enjoyable, even when 
parked. Plus, Aviator features an 
easy-to-control and larger 13.2-
inch touchscreen over the center 
stack and a new 12.4-inch digital 
cluster screen. 

Designed to prioritize the 
use of voice, either the Google 
Assistant or Alexa in-vehicle 
controls can be selected to set in-
vehicle temperature, search infor-

Elegance Meets Tech in 
the New Lincoln Aviator

2025 AVIATOR COMBINES 
DYNAMIC DESIGN 
WITH NEW CONNECTED 
TECHNOLOGIES SUCH 
AS THE LINCOLN 
DIGITAL EXPERIENCE, 
BLUECRUISE HANDS-FREE 
HIGHWAY DRIVING

A NEWS RELEASE 
FROM THE LINCOLN 
MEDIA CENTER
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mation, find and set a destination 
and request a specific broadcast 
or satellite radio station. They 
can also help with making calls, 
sending texts, setting a meeting, 
or controlling connected home 
devices. When using CarPlay, 
Siri voice control is specially 
designed for driving scenarios, 
like announcing or making calls, 
responding to messages using 
just voice, playing music, or shar-
ing an ETA while navigating with 
Apple Maps.  

Getting around town is 
simple, using integrated Google 
Maps for real-time traffic, road 
conditions, dynamic and eco-
friendly routes and points of 
interest. It is also displayed on 
both the touchscreen and the 
digital cluster.   

The Lincoln Digital 
Experience connects to the cli-
ent’s digital life to make the 
cabin more personalized. Clients 
can enjoy streaming music, 
audiobooks, and podcasts using 
entertainment apps downloaded 
on Google Play, including 
Spotify, Amazon Music, Audible, 
and iHeartRadio, as well as 
embedded SiriusXM4 with 360L 
for a personalized listening expe-
rience so they are always avail-
able in the vehicle, regardless of 
whether a smartphone is con-
nected in the vehicle.  

While parked, clients can 
surf the web using the available 
Vivaldi Browser app—as well as 
Chrome coming soon in Beta—
including a Bluetooth-connected 
keyboard to make typing easier. 
Clients can also watch videos 
and stream their favorite movies 
when parked with apps such as 
YouTube, Prime Video and more 
to stay entertained. To stay pro-
ductive on the go and never miss 
a work call, clients can stay con-
nected with leading video confer-
encing apps coming soon, which 

enable audio access while driving 
and display the incoming video 
feed of participants while parked.  

5G wireless technology brings 
incredibly fast connectivity, 
and with a Lincoln Premium 
Connectivity plan, it will pro-
vide the best possible in-vehicle 
experience. It is also designed to 
enable more new apps and ser-
vices in the future thanks to over-
the-air software update capability, 
which will help make the Aviator 
better over time.  

Aviator comes standard with 
Lincoln Co-Pilot 360® 2.16, a 
suite of driver-assist features that 
includes Evasive Steering Assist, 
Lane-Keeping System with Blind 
Spot Information System, and 
Lincoln Co-Pilot360 2.1 Vision, 
which includes a 360-degree 
camera, front and rear parking 
sensors, and Reverse Brake Assist.  

Other convenience features 
include the wireless charging pad 
for compatible mobile phones 
newly located in the front-row 
center media bin, making it easi-
er for our clients to stay charged.
Multiple power outlets and USB 
capability in all three rows keep 
occupants connected wherever 
the journey may take them.  

HANDS-FREE  
HIGHWAY DRIVING   

Aviator clients will be able to 
experience the ease of hands-free 
highway driving with BlueCruise. 
With BlueCruise assisting with 
the braking, accelerating and 
steering, it takes sanctuary to a 
whole new level, helping reduce 
some of the stress of driving, 
whether it is a daily commute or 
a long road trip, allowing clients 
to arrive to their destination 
more energized.   

The system includes features 
such as Lane Change Assist, 
allowing a driver to switch lanes 
hands-free with a tap of the turn 
signal when the path is clear and 
In-Lane Repositioning, which 
helps provide more space by sub-
tly shifting away from vehicles in 
adjacent lanes. 

A NEW LEVEL OF 
SOPHISTICATION  

The 2025 Aviator wears a 
powerful and confident new face, 
with an updated contoured mesh 
grille inspired by the Lincoln 
logo. The grille has been raised 
slightly so that its top edge aligns 
with the newly designed LED 
headlamps.   
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The headlamps and daytime 
running lamp strips accentuate 
the width of the vehicle, fronted 
by the Lincoln Star™ at the cen-
ter of the grille. The light strips 
use available sequential anima-
tions to welcome an Aviator 
owner via Lincoln Embrace as 
they approach the vehicle and 
reverses the lighting sequence to 
put the vehicle to sleep when it is 
powered off.  

The Illumination Package, 
now standard on Reserve and 
Lincoln Black Label models, 
includes an illuminated Lincoln 
star on the grille, adaptive pixel 
LED headlamps, speed depen-
dent lighting, adaptive bending 
lighting, and Lincoln dynamic 
signature lighting with LED day-
time running lamps. 

Aviator introduces two new 
exterior color options for Lincoln 
Black Label models, including 
Cenote Green and Whisper Blue 
Metallic.

“The new Aviator looks more 
planted with a more dynamic 
presence than ever before. The 
changes we made to our signa-
ture grille shows our laser-focus 
on details and design that pulls 
you in. And with our new light-
ing features which we call ‘jew-
elry,’ the Lincoln star comes to 
life and immediately catches your 
attention.”—Kemal Curic, design 
director, Lincoln 

MORE PERSONALIZATION  
AND CHOICE  

The new Jet Package, avail-
able on all trims, features unique 
wheels for each series. Premiere 
models get 21-inch bright-
machined aluminum wheels 
with dark alloy-painted pockets, 
Reserve models get 22-inch black 
aluminum wheels, and Lincoln 
Black Label models get 22-inch 
Ebony black bright-machined 
wheels. For all trims, the Jet 

Package also features all-season 
tires and black exterior accents 
such as grille insert, fender and 
door badging, front and rear 
door spears, window surrounds 
and roof rack side rails.  

The available Lincoln Black 
Label Special Edition package 
presents another option, with 
a black painted roof, 22-inch 
Ebony Black bright-machined 
wheels with adaptive suspen-
sion and black exterior elements 
including grille insert, fender 
and door badging, front and rear 
door spears, window surrounds 
and roof rack side rails.  

Aviator Reserve models will 
offer four new interior color 
schemes: Onyx, Light Space 
Gray, Harvest Bronze with Onyx 
accents, and Hot Chocolate with 
Onyx accents.  

AN INVITATION TO ELEGANCE  
New for 2025, Aviator cli-

ents can opt for the Lincoln 
Black Label Invitation theme. 
A reinterpretation of the design 
theme that has been popular with 
Navigator® clients—the Black 
Onyx leather seating surfaces 
provides a sense of intrigue, with 
the quality of a crafted black 
paper invitation—handwritten 
calligraphy that welcomes you to 
an exquisite home for an intimate 
evening of celebration.   

Featuring open-pore Khaya 
wood across the instrument panel 
and center console top panel fin-
ish, Invitation showcases dual-
laser-etched shapes, rich wood 
and supple Black Onyx leather 
seating surfaces. Abstract branches 
are delicately balanced through 
gradated trellis structures. A per-
gola-inspired perforation appears 
on Savannah luxury leather seat-
ing surfaces in black, with detailed 
Brandy-colored stitching. 

The popular Lincoln Black 
Label Flight theme continues in 
the 2025 model year, harmoni-
ously combining a Luggage Tan 
and Ebony color scheme with 
dark full engine turn appliqués 
that replicate the finish of early 
flight instrument panels. 

LUXURY COMES STANDARD  
More of the features that 

Aviator clients have said they 
value are now standard on the 
2025 model. Standard features 
include: 

• �BlueCruise hands-free high-
way driving for four years

• �All-new Lincoln Digital 
Experience

• �Lincoln Connected Service 
for one year

• �Lincoln Co-Pilot 360® 2.1 
driver-assist features

• Auto Air Refresh
• Panoramic Vista Roof
• Power, heated steering wheel
• �Heated, ventilated first-row 

seats
• Wireless phone charging
• Phone as a Key
• 20-inch wheels
• Adaptive Suspension
• Class III Trailer Tow Package
The 2025 Lincoln Aviator, 

assembled at Chicago Assembly 
Plant, will be available this sum-
mer. Ordering for the new 
Aviator is now open; clients can 
visit www.lincoln.com for more 
information. 
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Telling the Lincoln Story…
LINCOLN LIBRARY UPDATE

Your Lincoln library con-
tinues to tell the history of 
Lincoln with literature and 

artifact donations from Lincoln 
club members, families, and 
enthusiasts. In these past months 
we have had digital images of 
Lincoln brochures, that are not 
in our collection, donated from 
friends in Australia who want to 
share Lincoln history. The LMCF 
library could not exist without 
generous, thoughtful donors. 
Thank you to the following recent 
donors.

• Charlie Berry donated a 
group of original letters from 
FoMoCo to service dealers from 
years 1935 thru 1937.

• George Beyer donated addi-
tional items from his father Del’s 
lifelong literature collection, 
mostly brochures from the 1920s 
thru 1950s.

• Renee Burnett donated a 
well-preserved ad owned by her 
father of a later model Lincoln 
Continental Coupe.

• Thomas “Jack” Carpenter 
donated a framed watercolor 
painting of a Lincoln Continental 
by artist Rose Maloy from 

Hershey, Pennsylvania. She has 
sold and exhibited her work at 
the Hershey Fall Meet.

• Brian Coombe donated 
a salesman’s briefcase holding 
items for a customer presentation 
on details of the 1968 Lincoln 
Continental—a rare, unique item 
that has survived 55 years!

• Elizabeth LaFerle, along 
with her husband Dennis and 
brother Don and his wife Linda, 
donated a thumb drive of digital 
backgrounds including photos 
taken during the 1955 Mark II 
prototype project. Elizabeth’s 
father was Don “Dusty” 
Dustman, an engineer who 
worked on the HVAC.

• Graham Allum, Australia, 
donated three brochures in digi-
tal format from 1921 and 1922 
that are new to the library collec-
tion and will add to the Lincoln 
history experience.

• Trevor Poulsen, Australia, 
donated a number of brochures 

in digital format from the 1920s, 
1930s, 1940s, and 1950s, with 
some that will be new to the 
library collection and will give 
the opportunity to enlarge the 
knowledge of Lincoln’s customer 
experience.

Work to get the Digital 
Library on line continues with 
getting folders and files into 
the LMCF Dropbox account, 
reviewing each item and check-
ing for correctness, and finish-
ing the development of the 
entry screens. There are still 
many small details that need to 
be completed to fit everything 
together before a test launch, but 
all is moving forward.

Please keep the LMCF library 
and museum in your mind for 
donations. Without your help we 
cannot tell the whole story of the 
Lincoln brand or Lincoln his-
tory. It is important that upcom-
ing generations have knowledge 
available to them to show what 
is so special about the Lincoln 
automobile.

—Joel Dickson
LincolnCarMuseum.org – 

Contact Us Tab

GIVE LINCOLN LITERATURE 
OR ARTIFACTS FOR THE 
PRESENT AND FUTURE!
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Lincoln Motor Car Foundation Treasurer’s Report
L incoln Motor Car 

Foundation’s 2023 full 
year performance vs. bud-

get was a net gain of $14,968, 
which was $12,568 better than 
budget. Annual and Life mem-
berships were slightly better 
than budget, offset by Annual 
Sustaining worse than budget, 
for a combined total of $463, 
slightly worse than budget. 
Annual Sustaining is expected 
to improve when the Digital 
Library goes online this year. 
August Homecoming, hosted 
by the LOC, was very success-
ful, netting $16,298, which was 
$6,298 better than budget. The 
Foundation’s 2022 contribu-
tions were over the $300,000 
threshold requiring a CPA 
Review, which resulted in a non-
budgeted expense of $10,000 in 
2023. In addition, Maintenance 
Fund income was $4,876 worse 
than budget due to a steady 
annual contributor donating to 
the Endowment Fund instead, 
Miscellaneous Provision expense 
was $2,818 worse due to sev-
eral floor tile repairs, Museum 
Utilities expense was $2,295 
worse, Lincoln Link expense was 
$1,670 worse, and Flagstones 
and Bricks revenue was $1,322 

worse. Offsetting this was $4,000 
better than budget for not raising 
the light fixtures and $25,992 in 
better than budgeted dividend 
and interest income.

So far this year, five months’ 
performance vs. budget is a net 
gain of $3,440. Importantly, the 
prior 12 months Endowment 
Fund income continues to grow 
and has reached $62,336—86% 
of the $72,400 expense budgeted 
in 2024 for operation and 
maintenance of the Museum.  

Endowment Fund donations 
now total $1,734,091, or 
$1,777,901 including $43,810 
of pledges due, which is 89% of 
our $2.0 million objective. Since 
creation of the Endowment Fund 
in 2014, there have been 1,331 
individual donations. Excluding 
the three large $100,000 
donations from Ford Motor 
Company (2) and Joyce Thams, 
the average donation amount 
was $1,078. If all of the LMCF 
members receiving this issue of 
The Lincoln Link each donated 
$85 to the Endowment Fund, 
we would reach our objective.

Donations of any amount are 
greatly appreciated. Those who 
wish to make a contribution 
to the Foundation can use the 

“Support” page on the website 
to choose an option and pay via 
PayPal, or your credit or debit 
card, or by mailing a check to:

Bruce M. Kopf, Treasurer
Lincoln Motor Car Foundation
PO Box 805932
Saint Clair Shores, MI 48080

Beginning last year, all 
members of the four sponsoring 
Lincoln clubs who were not 
already members were granted 
membership in the LMCF. 
Those who provided an e-mail 
address are e-mailed The 
Lincoln Link and are eligible to 
vote in the annual election of 
Trustees. Those who have not 
yet become $35 Annual, $100 
Annual Sustaining or $1,000 
Life Members, and receive the 
associated additional membership 
benefits, can use the “Join Us” 
page on the website to pay via 
PayPal, credit or debit card, or 
by mailing a check to:

Cornerstone Registration, Ltd.
PO Box 1715
Maple Grove, MN 55311-6715

—Bruce M. Kopf, 
Treasurer, LMCF

brucekopf@gmail.com
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Lincolns at Auction: What’s the Trend?

by Jim Mascola 

There are conversation topics 
that undoubtedly split a 
room in half. Coca-Cola or 

Pepsi, a beach or mountain vaca-
tion, dinner at home or dinner 
out . . . but nothing divides a 
room full of car collectors more 
than the topic of keeping a vehi-
cle original versus customizing 
it. Thankfully for Lincoln collec-
tors, recent Lincoln sales results 
from Barrett-Jackson Auction 
Company, Mecum Auctions, and 
RM Sotheby’s show that both 
original and highly customized 
Lincoln vehicles can bring strong 
sales numbers. 

It has been said that the first 
car race took place the moment 
the second car was built. I think 
a similar statement can be made 
around vehicle customization. 
As far back as the 1920’s, people 
removed running boards and 

fenders from cars to put their 
own design cues on the vehicle 
they were driving. Later custom 
vehicles saw influence from 
World War II bombers, and 
the Southern California custom 
scene in the 1940’s and 1950’s 
brought with it elements that are 
still seen today: custom paint, 
big engines, chopped tops, and 
so much more. Also, it’s worth 
mentioning that an entire sport 
(NASCAR) was born from 
customizing cars so moonshine 
runners could out-pace the 
authorities. The custom car 
culture in the U.S. is strong, and 
with deep roots.  

On the flip side of the coin 
is the group of collectors who 
feel that a vehicle needs to 
be completely original to be 
at its best. These folks study 
how a vehicle was built, and 
painstakingly work to make their 
vehicle exactly how it looked 

when it was sold new. No 
detail is too small, and it is not 
uncommon to see cars parked at 
a car show with a full display of 
original dealership literature and 
proud owners dressed in clothing 
representing the era when their 
vehicle was built. 

The debate on whether to 
customize a vehicle will continue, 
but as the auction results show, 
there really is no wrong answer.  

Looking at auction results 
from Barrett-Jackson Auction 
Company, Mecum Auctions, 
and RM Sotheby’s over the past 
few years shows Lincoln sales 
trending upward. Vehicles that 
are completely original (1-3 
condition) and vehicles that 
have been highly customized 
performed best. The strongest 
performers were well-preserved 
original examples from the 
1950’s-1970s, and custom 
vehicles of the same era, which 
brought top dollar.

Looking at Lincoln sales from 
RM Sotheby’s shows that 1970’s 
Lincoln vehicles, specifically Mark 
models, sell quite well. At the 
Hershey 2021 Auction, a silver 
1978 Lincoln Continental Mark 
V Emilio Pucci Edition sold 
for $17,600. This low-mileage 
Lincoln (under 18,000 miles at 
time of sale) was described as one 
of 3,125 Lincoln Mark V Emilio 
Pucci editions built during the 
1978 model year. Staying focused 
on the 1978 model year, a 1978 
Lincoln Continental Town Car 
sold at the Auburn Fall 2021 
Auction for $19,800. Many 
Lincoln aficionados recall that it 
wasn’t too long ago that these 
vehicles were regularly selling for 
$10,000 less. The Auburn Fall 
2021 Auction had several 1970’s 

n Among the muscle-car offerings at a recent Mecum auction sits an elegant 1966 
Lincoln Continental four-door convertible. How would it fare among such company?
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Lincolns selling well, including 
a 1978 Lincoln Continental 
Mark V Diamond Jubilee 
Edition selling for $35,200, a 
1976 Lincoln Continental Mark 
IV Cartier Edition selling for 
$12,200, and a 1979 Lincoln 
Continental Mark V Bill Blass 
Edition selling for an impressive 
$41,800.

However, that isn’t to say 
that individuals looking for a 
classic Lincoln at a fair price 
are completely out of luck. 
Occasionally auction bidders 
at RM Sotheby’s walked away 
with deals (depending on your 
definition of the word). At the 
Auburn Fall 2021 Auction, a 
Bermuda Blue 1962 Lincoln 
Continental Convertible sold for 
$38,500.00, and at the Auburn 
Fall 2020 Auction a 1980 
Lincoln Continental Mark VI 
sold for a budget-friendly price 
of $6,600.00. While lower priced 
vehicles are getting harder to 
find, they do still exist and can 
be found with a bit of searching.  

By now we have established 
that original vehicles perform 
well at auction, so let’s look at 
how custom Lincoln vehicles 
perform.  

At the 2023 Mecum Monterey 
Auction, a 1964 Lincoln 
Continental Custom Convertible 
with an LS swap sold for 
$236,500. This custom Lincoln 

retained much of its original 
character, with only a custom set 
of wheels and lower ride height 
giving a hint that it may not 
be quite as it was when it left 
the assembly line. At the same 
auction, a lucky bidder took 
home a stunning black-over-
red 1962 Lincoln Continental 
Convertible for $110,000. The 
car wasn’t exactly stock, but 
not a full-blown custom vehicle 
either. 

From the Mecum listing: 
“This 1962 Lincoln Continental 
Convertible has been restored 
and subtly modified with an eye 
for detail. The power-operated 
top has been modified with 
upgraded electronics, and the 
430 CI V-8 engine was rebuilt 
and fitted with ignition and a 
fuel-injection system by MSD, 
and then dressed with machine-
colored exhaust manifolds and 

a chrome air cleaner center 
and valve covers . . . The 
luxurious interior features red 
leather upholstery with black 
trim stitched in red, and it’s 
fitted with a power seat, power 
windows and an Alpine CD 
player under the dashboard 
with kick panel speakers. A new 
suspension system using OEM 
parts was installed, and the car 
rolls on new whitewall tires with 
black-painted wheels adorned 
with polished wheel covers.”

Not all custom Lincoln 
vehicles sell for over six figures, 
however, as shown at the 2023 
Mecum Kissimmee Summer 
Special Auction. A black-over-
black 1966 Lincoln Continental 
Convertible Custom with Air 
Ride suspension, a new top, and 
halo headlights sold for $46,200. 
While it’s not a custom Lincoln, 
I would be remiss if I failed to 
point out of one of my personal 
favorites that sold at the 2023 
Harrisburg Auction: a white-
over-red 1989 Lincoln Town Car 
with just over 31,000 miles sold 
for only $12,650, showing once 
again that if you take the time to 
look, there is a Lincoln for every 
buyer, regardless of budget.

Looking at the Barrett-Jackson 
Scottsdale Auction in January 
2023, sales of collector Lincoln 
vehicles exceeded $2.3 million, 
with a custom 1956 Continental 

n An example of today’s customized and modernized Continental is this 1964 four-door convertible built by Ali Seraj.

Whether your 
taste is completely 
original or highly 

custom, there is sure 
to be a Lincoln 

for you!
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Custom taking the crown as the 
top-selling Lincoln at $423,500. 
This Lincoln won the Goodguys 
2015 ‘Custom of the Year’ and 
was displayed at the SEMA 
show. Fully custom and sporting 
modern creature comforts like 
8-way power leather seats, 
rack-and-pinion steering, and 
Wilwood disc brakes, this 
Lincoln can be driven or admired 
in a garage.

To even further the point of 
Lincoln collectability, the average 
selling price for Lincoln vehicles at 
the 2023 Scottsdale Auction came 
in at $158,546. There were also a 
few interesting performers at other 
Barrett-Jackson Auctions over the 
past year: a 1977 Lincoln Town 
Coupe (with amazing original 
green velour interior) sold for 
$25,850 at the 2022 Palm Beach 

Auction, and a 1977 Lincoln Mark 
V sold for $26,400 at the 2022 
Houston Auction. This rare ’77 
Lincoln was one of 163 cars built 
in the Rose Diamond Fire color 
and trim combination and was 
owned by singer and songwriter 
Mickey Gilley.

The most enjoyable thing 
about the collector car hobby is 
that there are options for buyers 
of any budget. For example, a 
fantastic 1997 Lincoln Town 
Car Signature Series with just 
under 29,000 original miles sold 
for $14,300 at the 2023 Palm 
Beach Auction. The buyer of 
this car found one of the nicest 
examples left for the price of a 
used economy car. For a few 
dollars more, and at the same 
auction, an original 1976 Lincoln 
Continental Mark IV with 

just over 4,900 miles sold for 
$24,200.

There are few individuals 
in the collector car world as 
knowledgeable or respected as 
Craig Jackson, Chairman and 
CEO of Barrett-Jackson Auction 
Company. In researching this 
article, it made sense to ask for 
his thoughts around collectible 
Lincoln vehicles. “In recent 
years astute collectors worldwide 
have recognized the value of 
vintage Lincoln cars, especially 
early Continental models and 
mid-1960’s convertibles with 
the revered suicide doors. More 
recently over the last several years, 
custom Lincolns have sold at No 
Reserve for several hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, including 
a ’58 Continental known as 
“Maybellene” built by Dave Kindig 
that sold for more than $800,000. 
They [Lincolns] not only add 
diversity to any collection, but 
many have been beautifully 
restored, and they also serve as 
a fantastic canvas for integrating 
modern tech and performance in 
custom and Resto-Mod builds.”

With Lincoln vehicles 
consigned at future Barrett-
Jackson, Mecum, and RM 
Sotheby’s Auction events, 
Lincoln observers will have a 
chance to see where the market 
is headed for Lincoln collector 
vehicles. Whether your taste is 
completely original or highly 
custom, there is sure to be a 
Lincoln for you!

n Jim Mascola grew up in an 
automotive family and fondly 
recalls attending the Cleveland 
Auto Show each year growing up. 
He worked in motorsports and 
the collector car industry before 
joining Ford Motor Company. 
He currently works as the Lincoln 
Client Experience Lead, focusing 
on Effortless Purchase. 

n Smuggler’s Blues is a customized and lowered 1964 Lincoln Continental 
convertible. Image: Jason Ballard ‘The Lincoln Addict’
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Order Your Lincoln Museum Merchandise
■ Several items are now available displaying the Lincoln Motor Car Heritage Museum 
logo. The items are a golf shirt, golf cap, sweatshirt, lightweight jacket and tumbler. All 
items can be purchased through the website: www.LincolnCarMuseum.org. Just click on 
“Merchandise.” All items are high quality and are provided by a licensed supplier of the 
Lincoln Motor Company.

■ Low-profile six panel unstruc-
tured cap. Washed chino twill, fab-
ric strap with antique brass sliding 
buckle, Lincoln Motor Car Heritage 
Museum Logo embroidered on 
front of cap. $15

■ This versatile Polo is a cotton-poly 
blend. Along with UV protection, its both 
moisture wicking and snag resistant. 
The polo has a dropped back hem, 
hanger loop inside the neck and tagless 
heat-transfer label. $40 

■ The Lightweight Jacket’s 
unique design allows you 
to pack it into the lower-left 
pocket, making it easy to 
stow away in a backpack or 
glove compartment when 
you don’t need it. But you’ll 
really appreciate it when the 
weather takes a turn for the 
worse, with its water and 
wind resistant construction 
and roll-away hood. Lincoln 
Motor Car Heritage  
Museum logo in the  
left chest area. $30

■ Durable, double-wall stainless steel 
vacuum construction with copper insulation, 
which allows your beverage to stay cold 
for 24 hours and at least 8 hours for hot 
beverages. The construction also prevents 
condensation on the outside of the tumbler. 
On-trend, durable powder coating. Push-on 
two piece lid with Tritan™ swivel closure. 
Wide opening for comfortable filling and 
pouring. Design features the spinning geo-
metric bottom. 20 oz. $18

■ Stay warm in this full zip hooded sweatshirt featur-
ing the LMCHM logo. 8 oz., 50% cotton, 50% polyester. 
Virtually pill-free with a high-stitch density for a smooth 
printing canvas. Double-needle coverseaming on neck, 
armholes and waistband; single-ply hood. Concealed 
seam on cuffs. Seamless body with set-in sleeves. 
Split pouch pockets; grommets and matching drawcord; 
aluminum zipper. LMCHM logo embroidered on left 
chest. $37.50
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